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pfmarks/ arguments 

cw-.i-d»«»««-i»i««»«w««-*»- cw-ai— 

C,Ls , and 9-1. have been rejected «nd« 35 USC .02 Oft as 
Till (5 367 520) Claims 1 and 10 have been amended, and .t ts respectfully 

. u , «f rWell containing a contention resolution device 
the operation of crosspoint switch plane 93 of Cordell containing 

uie operant r switch 93 is a bus control module. 

rt«. hus control module. This structure is not shown by Cordell. 

1 and ,0 recite that the feedbacK signal — by a on, ccn*ol module « 

JT„ a lower .eve. dishibuuon module which receives «he Mb«fc signal and .nser* 
prodded to a lower J ^ ftc signal ^ 

" ~ modu,e. However, pa, select — » do no. i^ . 

lower icv^i „„ i+ „i, and inDUt buffer module 91. While 

i m^-elv switch connections between switch 93 ana input o 
signal, but merely switch ^ ^ ^ 5 ^ 

information on this function is sparse m Coidell, it is aooress 

Cordell's modules 91 contain any timing or clock generation. 

FOT the reasons given above, it is submit ft* claims 1 and 9-1 1 are no, anttcmau* by 

Itemen, ft* "CordeU already discloses modn.es ft- perform ft. same nnrcuor* . 
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Sieved to have been demonstrated above to this U no. the ease. Moreover, with respect to 
Cairns 3 5 12, 14 and 16. and the reeled elements concerning "an intermedrat. level 
«*1 module" and "upper .eve, dianbudon module", i. is submit to AppUca* h* 
^ these demon* to form a hiercxchical architects for exercising dismbuuon and con*. 
over a system including man, elements. This is no. a nmctio, or problem addressed at all by 
Cord.ll so it is no. seen drat auydnng in Cordell suggests this architecture. Accordingly, .t 
submit^thatclau M 3,5..2,14arai6areno.un P a^leoverCordeU. 

Aspects of cancelled claim 2 have been included in amended clams 1 and 10. Clam. 2 
^ rejected as unpatenteble over CordeU in view of Diaz e, aL (US 5,526,349), ft. Exannner 
^ to it would be obvious to include a plural!* of cards with ft, system of claim 1 for to 
porp l of connecting*, switehto subscribe* (Diaz). Applicant submit to ^ -»-« 
oTTbscriber cards with the system of Cordell would presumably be wi* ^ 
9l „n«eas the Examiner has identified the "bus conttol module" (wfl. whtch .he card are 

, and 10, confining aspects of cancelled claim 2, is no. suggested by Cordcl. and Draz, and to 
claims 1 and 10 are not obvious to view of Cordell and Diaz et al. 

Claims 4, 6-8, .3. 15. and 17-22 have been reject under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentabl 
over CordeU in view of Uu et al. (US 6,009,468). As described above, in coupon wrth 
^Cairns 1 and ,0, i, is believed to there are save*! elements of Applicant sdaunsno. 
shown by Cordell. Since these elements are no, suggested by Lau et ... euher, ■« .s subnu«ed 
toclatas4,6-!, 13, 15, and 17-22 are patentable over CordeU in view of Uuetal. 
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It is believed that the foregoing amendment places the Application in condition for 
allowance; therefore, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the Examiner's rejection of 
claims 1 and 3-22, and allowance of same. Should the Examiner have any further comments or 
suggestions, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact the undersigned to 
expeditiously resolve any outstanding issues. 



Alcatel 

Intellectual Property Department 
3400 W. Piano Parkway, M/S LEGL2 
Piano, TX 75075 
Phone: (972)519-3735 
Fax: (972)477-9328 
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